
Der Alter of Slabodka once deviated from his 
usual custom of davening mincha in yeshiva.

Der Alter went over to the Amud without 
even getting a reply from the gabbai... and 

his stuttering startled the mispallelim.

After davening der Alter thanked the 
gabbai and left as if nothing had happened.

The Alter had been menachem avel 
this man earlier in the week...

Der Alter realized the man’s predicament and 
willingly embarrassed himself to provide 

the avel the encouragement he needed.

It was puzzling that he changed his usual 
place of davening, but not as puzzling as his 

uncharacteristically urgent behavior...

What is this all 
about? Der Alter 

doesn’t stammer or 
stumble when he 

davens-

Eh, m-may I 
daven m-m-maariv? 

I-I just b-b-ecame a 
chiyuv...

...Yis-Yis-gadal 
v-v-yis-yiskadash... 

sh-sh-sh-mei...

I-I was concerned 
about d-davening in 

p-public..When I-I heard der 
Alter d-davening, and even he 

stutters... I-I can daven 
too....

My son, 
would you know what 
time they daven mincha 
today in the community 

shul?

Gabbai! I am a 
chiyuv and I must 

daven at the Amud...
Does der Rebbi 
have Yahrtzeit 

today?..
It’s 

urgent...

...Oh! Uh, I’ll 
check and come 

back, Rebbi.

What’s happening? 
Is this the tefillah 

of Der Alter of 
Slabodka?

Yeyasher 
Koach! (Thank 

you!)

ה was born in Rasei, Lithuania, to זַצַ״ל Finkel, the Alter of Slabodka ר׳ נָתָן צְבִי  He was a .מִרְיָם and ר׳ מֹשֶׁ
 He married Gittel Wolpert. In 1877, he .זַצַ״ל of the Alter of Kelm תַלְמִיד at an early age and was a יָתוֹם
opened a כּוֹלֵל and יְשִיבָה קְטַנָה in Slabodka. He established the Telz יְשִיבָה, appointing ר זֶׁ  Gordon ר׳ אֱלִיעֶׁ
 split in a dispute over יְשִיבָה In 1897, the .יְשִיבָה In 1884, he founded the Slabodka .ראֹש יְשִיבָה as its זַצַ״ל
the emphasis on learning מוּסָר and he formed ת יִשְרָאֵל סֶׁ  ,יְשִיבָה He also founded Slutsk .יְשִיבַת כְּנֶׁ
appointing ר׳ אִיסָר זַלְמָן Meltzer זַצַ״ל as its ראֹש יְשִיבָה. He opened a branch of his יְשִיבָה in ץ יִשְרָאֵל רֶׁ  אֶׁ
together with R' Epstein זַצַ״ל in the '20’s, and sent waves of hand-picked תַלְמִידִים there. Some of his 
illustrious  תַלְמִידִים  included  ר׳ יִצְחָק  Hutner  רְלִין)  זַצַ״ל  זַצַ״ל  Kamenetsky  ר׳ יַעֲקֹב ,(Brooklyn, NY ,חַיִים בֶׁ
 זַצַ״ל Leibowitz  ר׳ דָוִד ,(Lakewood, NJ ,בֵית מִדְרָש גָבֹהַ ) זַצַ״ל  Kotler  ר׳ אַהֲרֹן  ,(Brooklyn, NY ,יְשִיבָה תוֹרָה וְדַעַת)
 In 1925, two .(Baltimore, MD ,יְשִיבַת נֵר יִשְרָאֵל) זַצַ״ל Ruderman ר׳ יַעֲקֹב יִצְחָק and ,(Queens,NY ,יְשִיבָה חָפֵץ חַיִים)

years before his פְטִירָה, he moved to his יְשִיבָה in בְרוֹן  .אוֹר הַצָפוּן are collected in שִעוּרִים His .חֶׁ
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

 ,Steif in Gaya שׁײֵנדל and ר׳ צְבִי was born to ר׳ יוֹנָתָן זַצַ״ל
Czechoslovakia. At age 11, he went to learn in Pressburg 
under (שֵׁבֶט סוֹפֵר) ר׳ שִמְחָה בּוּנִים סוֹפֵר זַצַ״ל where he became 

close to (אב״ד) ר׳ דָוִד נײַמַן זַצַ״ל. In 1902, he married בּלוּמָא Fischel. After 
serving as רָב and ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָה in Guta and then Ungvar, he joined the 
prestigious Budapest בֵּית דִין  from 1922-1944. He escaped to Switzerland 
on the Kastner Transport. In 1947, he immigrated to America. After serving 
briefly as מַגִיד שִׁעוּר in Nitra, he became רָב of קְהִלַת װִין. Universally accepted 
as a גָדוֹל הַדוֹר, he headed the הִתְאַחְדוּת הָרַבָּנִים. Thousands of his תְשׁוּבוֹת to 
 He also .שו״ת מַהַרִ״י שׁטײַף from all over the world are recorded in שְׁאֵלוֹת
wrote  סְפָרִיםon שַׁ״ס ,אֱמוּנָה, and the  ַשֶׁבַע מִצְוֹת בְּנֵי נֹח. 

 ט׳ אלול
5637 – 5718 
1877 – 1958 

 ד׳ would converse with זַצַ״ל Steif ר׳ יוֹנָתָן
like a son speaks to his father. On one 
particularly hot and humid summer 
day, he was deeply immersed in his 
learning. בָחוּרִים in camp watched his 
 with awe. A sudden breeze הַתְמָדָה
brought a short relief.  ר׳ יוֹנָתָן stood 
up and said, “!ַאַ שׁײֵנעֶם דאַנק, מַשִיב הָרוּח 
— Thank you so much, Master of the 
blowing wind!” Their רֶבִי’s message of thanking 
 !was forever etched in their collective memories ד׳
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דְבָרִים יז:ט(…)הַשֹּׁפֵט אֲשֶר יִהְיֶה בַיָמִים הָהֵם … וּבָאתָ אֶל     
 And you shall come to … the judge that shall be in those days. 
  Why does the תּוֹרָה mention going to “the judge that shall 
be in those (your own) days”? Is it possible for one to be judged by a 
judge from a previous era? 
 is telling us to accept the judges תּוֹרָה explains that the רַשִ״י 
of our times even if they don’t measure up to the judges of an earlier 
era. These are our judges, entrusted with the authority to rule on 
questions of הֲלָכָה in our generation. We must respect them and abide 
by their rulings.  
 R’ Pam, זַצַ״ל, explained, we sometimes hear, “Who are 
today’s leaders? These you call גְדוֹלִים? I’ll tell you what גְדוֹלִים are. I’m 
from the old country. I saw real גְדוֹלִים.” This is the יֵצֶר הָרַע speaking. 
These are his trademark expressions! 
 Can you imagine ר׳ חַײִם Soloveitchik being challenged? Yet, 
when he became a מַגִיד שִעוּר in the Volozhin Yeshivah, students 
complained to the הַנְהָלָה. Who was this ר׳ חַײִם?  He only received his 
position because he married the granddaughter of the ֹּׁאש יְשִיבָה  of ר
Volozhin. 
 The תּוֹרָה is speaking to each generation. Look at the judges in 
your times; they are given the יָא  to handle the issues of the סִיַּעְתָּא דִשְמַּ

generation. 
 [Rav Frand’s note: The end of the story about ר׳ חַײִם is very 
interesting and is too good to omit. The resolution of the students 
uprising against ר׳ חַײִם was to bring in three famous גְדוֹלִים of the 
generation to observe ר׳ חַײִם and decide if he was worthy of giving a 
 .in the Volozhin Yeshivah שִעוּר
 on a very complex topic. He presented a שִעוּר gave a ר׳ חַײִם 
brilliant solution to a difficult passage of the רַמְבַ״ם in his יַד הַחֲזָקָה. 
Suddenly, he recalled a particular phrase in the רַמְבַ״ם’s commentary 
to the מִשְנֶה that did not fit well with his proposed solution. His שִעוּר 
didn’t work. 
 I prepared is שִעוּר slapped his lectern, and said, “The ר׳ חַײִם 
not true. The רַמְבַ״ם’s words in his מִשְנֶה commentary contradict my 
hypothesis. It is wrong.” ר׳ חַײִם then sat down. 
 The rabbis quickly rendered their decision. “He is worthy of 
giving a שִעוּר in the Volozhin Yeshivah. Any person who cares so much 
about the אֶמֶת, truth, that he is willing to suffer the embarrassment of 
admitting his own mistake in public, even when no one else noticed it, 
is surely fitting for this position.”]. 

Adapted from: Rabbi Frand on the Parashah (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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Questions    week רש"י
חלק ב׳  פרק ט׳  -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד   

*The ים יֵצֶר  offers another example of the 3rd argument of the חָפֵץ חַיִּ
to shirk away from lending money הָרָע  a person —  —טַעֲנַת פָטוּר 
reasoning that they have an exempt status for lending monies: 
Remembering a previous bad experience of extending a loan and losing 
the money because of an unscrupulous borrower. The ים  explains חָפֵץ חַיִּ
that this argument also has no feet. It is illogical that everyone can fall 
under the category of לֹוֶה רָשָע וְלֹאֹ יְשַלֵם, borrowing without intent to 
repay, without any previous past experience.  
*This is intended only as a synopsis. Review of the סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד is far more extensive and appropriate.  
The ים  elaborates further: in a case where the reason that you were not paid was חָפֵץ חַיִּ
due to a financial downturn and the poor person now offers to secure the loan with a 
יוּב collateral, then you would then you would still have a ,מַשְכּון  to assist even the person חִּ
who did not pay you back in the past. 

1. Is there any part of רָאֵל  that we are forbidden to even אֶרֶץ יִשְׂ
plant a tree? If so, where? 

2. Which part of רָאֵל  is considered to be higher than any אֶרֶץ יִשְׂ
other place in the world? 

1. Yes. It is forbidden to build or to plant anything on the הַר הַבַיִת — the Temple 
Mount (ֵׁרָה ַּע לְךָ אֲש  .(16:21 — ד״ה לאֹ תִט

2. The ְׁׂדָש בֵית  is the highest of all other places. Although physically, the בֵית הַמִק
ְׂדָשׁ  may not be the place of highest elevation in the world, this has a much הַמִק
deeper spiritual meaning ( ַָּמְתָ וְעָלִית  .(17:8 — ד״ה וְק
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An Ahavas Chesed Moment

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

ן הַדָבָר  ה לאֹ תָסוּר מִּ ר יאֹמְרוּ לְךָ תַּעֲשֶׁ שְפָט אֲשֶׁ ר יוֹרוּךָ וְעַל הַמִּ י הַתּוֹרָה אֲשֶׁ עַל פִּ
ים יז:יא(…  ין וּשְמאֹל )דְבָרִּ ידוּ לְךָ יָמִּ יַגִּ  

 According to the תּוֹרָה that they will teach you and 
according to the judgment that they will say to you, shall you do; you 
shall not deviate from the word that they will tell you, right or left. 
 By תּוֹרָה law, an animal that is mortally wounded through 
birth defect, disease or injury, is deemed a טְרֵיפָה and may not be 
eaten. [Today, the word טְרֵיפָה is synonymous with all types of non-
kosher food, but this is not the actual definition of the word. See 
 There is a question whether a particular lung defect [.שְמוֹת כב:ל
renders the animal a בֵית יוֹסֵף ;טְרֵיפָה (R' Yosef Karo, author of  לְחָן שֻׁ
 .disagrees (R' Moshe Isserles) רַמָ״א rules that it does not, while (עָרוּךְ
 Ashkenazic Jews generally follow the opinion of רַמָ״א when 
 disagree. However, with regard to this בֵית יוֹסֵף and רַמָ״א
disagreement, one Ashkenazic גָאוֹן ruled according to בֵית יוֹסֵף. He 
was R' Aryeh Leib Gunzberg, legendary author of שַאֲגַת אַרְיֵה and one 
of the 18th century’s greatest תּוֹרָה geniuses. His פְסַק (ruling) in this 
matter caused quite a stir among Ashkenazic Jews. Nevertheless, the 
Jews of Volozhin, where the שַאֲגַת אַרְיֵה served as רָב, faithfully 
followed his opinion. Years later, when the שַאֲגַת אַרְיֵה’s famed 
disciple, R' Chaim Volozhiner, became רָב of Volozhin, he continued to 
follow his י בִּ  .s ruling’רֶׁ

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 In the town of Volozhin, there lived a man who suffered 
from a lung disorder which was identical to that which was the 
subject of the disagreement between the בֵית יוֹסֵף and רַמָ״א. The 
man decided that his condition would benefit from the rarified air of 
Switzerland and he began making plans to move his family there. 

 One night before his intended departure, this man’s father, 
who had died some years before, appeared to him in a dream. 
 “My son, I have come to warn you not to leave Volozhin. 
The illness from which you suffer is rendered life threatening by the 
 and his ruling is followed by almost the entire European — רַמָ״א
Jewry, including the Jewish community of Switzerland. 
 “It is only in the town of Volozhin that the רַמָ״א’s opinion is 
not followed, for it is there that the great שַאֲגַת אַרְיֵה served as רָב, 
and it is he who ruled that this illness is not terminal. The שַאֲגַת אַרְיֵה’s 
opinion carries great weight in Heaven. Just as the animals in 
Volozhin with this defect are deemed kosher and not mortally ill, so 
too, are you deemed capable of living many more years. 
 “However, if you move elsewhere, where the שַאֲגַת אַרְיֵה’s 
ruling is not accepted, you will die within the year.” 
 The man canceled his plans to move. He was never cured of 
his lung disorder; however, he lived into his eighties. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 R' Aaron Rokeach of Belz,  זַצַ״ל, showed tremendous 
respect to the Tchebiner רָב.  He would say that the Tchebiner רָב was 
"the דַעַת תּוֹרָה of our generation". Whenever a difficult שְאֵלָה cropped 
up, the Rebbe would command that the רָב be consulted, particularly 
if the question involved the medical field. People would come to 
receive the Rebbe's בְרָכָה for a complicated operation, and the Rebbe 
would first send them to the Tchebiner רָב to find out if such a risky 
operation was permissible according to הֲלָכָה. This was the way 
the Belzer Rebbe taught his ים ידִּ  .דַעַת תּוֹרָה the importance of חֲסִּ

Adapted from: Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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A Decision For Life

Living   Timeless Torahwith 
the

• From ראֹשׁ חוֹדֶשׁ אֶלוּל until מִינִי עֲצֶרֶת לְדָוִד ה׳ “ we recite ,שְׁׁ
…אוֹרִי וְיִשְעִי  הִלִים כ״ז) ”  two times each day — once by ,(תְׁ

חֲרִית חָה and once by שַׁׁ עֲרִיב or מִנְׁ  This recitation is .מַׁ

followed by דִישׁ יָתוֹם  .קַׁ
• Some people have a הָג פִלִין to check their מִנְׁ זוּזוֹת and תְׁ  מְׁ

during the month of אֶלוּל. 
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Learning
Contest

Sage Sayings

R' Yonoson Steif זַצַ״ל banged on the ימָה  to relay an urgent בִּ
message. He rhetorically asked his רַבוֹתַי“ ,עוֹלָם, which Name of 
רָאֵל must ד׳ שְּ לַל יִּ  strengthen in order to bring about the final כְּ
Redemption? Every day we plead,  ,ֹמו אֲלֵנוּ, ד׳ ... שְּ רָאֵל’גֹּ שְּ דוֹש יִּ ‘קְּ , 
Our Redeemer ד׳ …, His Name, ‘The Holy One of Yisroel’!  מעֶן מוּז
דֵי דעֶר אײֵבעֶרשטעֶר׳ס נאָמעֶן זאָל   יגקײַט כְּ פאַרשטאַרקן אוּנדזעֶר הײֵלִּ

רָאֵל’הײֵסן  שְּ דוֹש יִּ ‘קְּ  — We must strengthen our [areas of] 
holiness in order that His name will be recognized as ‘ דוֹש קְּ
רָאֵל שְּ לִיטָ״א Source: R’ Avrohom Schorr !’יִּ לֵל heard it from a שַׁ  !who was there מִתְפַׁ

Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 The daughter of R' 
Yonason Steif ״ל צַּ  vividly recalls זַּ
when her father left their home 
to go to the hospital to repair a 
hernia. He walked over to the 
 on his bookshelves and סְפָרִים
kissed each one of them, one at a 
time. He used a footstool and 
began at the top shelf. He 
apologized to a specific סֵפֶר and 
told it, “I had to run to give a 
 ”!שִעוּר
 He murmured apologies 
to other סְפָרִים too.  
 please ,זײַּ מִיר מוֹחֵל“ 
forgive me, but I did not have 
enough time to study you as I 
should have!” 
 The words “Forgive me,” 
were murmured over and over 
again. When he came to a סֵפֶר 
written by the ם סוֹפֵר  he ,חֲתַּ
pulled it out and looked at a 
piece of yellow paper with his 
writing and said: “Holy ם סוֹפֵר  ,חֲתַּ
when we will meet, I would like 
to show you a ט  ”!שְאֵלָה in this פְשַּ
He closed the סֵפֶר lovingly and 
gently returned it to its place. 
 This continued until his 
wife gently informed him that 
the car was waiting to take him 

for the first of only two visits to 
the  hospital.  
 Before he left for the last 
visit to the hospital, shortly 
before his פְטִירָה, he again went 
over to his סְפָרִים cabinet. He 
stood on a chair to reach to the 
top shelf, and in great pain, with 
tears flowing, he gently kissed 
each one of them goodbye. He 
was saying good-bye to the holy 
 to which he was so סְפָרִים
attached and which had served 
him so well for so many years, 
one by one. 
 My לְמִיד  'when R ,תַּ
Yonason Steif ״ל צַּ  went to the זַּ
hospital, he was concerned that 
he may not return. He truly 
regarded a סֵפֶר not as a book of 
words, but as being alive and 
connected with the eternity of 
the living תוֹרָה. With the purity of 
a child, he saw every סֵפֶר as his 
true friend, each one needing a 
personal farewell. Is it any 
wonder why R’ Reuven 
Grozovsky ״ל צַּ  said, “He is the זַּ
יִים   ”!of this generation חָפֵץ חַּ

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
 רֶבִי Your                   ,בְיְדִידוּת

Story adapted from: The Life and Times of Rabbi 
Yonason Steif (with kind permission from Feldheim) 
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The latest Pirchei Newsletter contest 
is designed to make your ת בָּ  עֶרֶב שַׁ
fulfilling and memorable. During the 
weeks leading up to ה תּוֹרָּ ת הַׁ לַׁ בָּ  and קַׁ
beyond, learn at least 45 minutes 
before ה ת every מִנְחָּ בָּ  in your ,עֶרֶב שַׁ
home, ה ש or local יְשִיבָּ ית מִדְרָּ  Learn .בֵּ
for an hour or more and get an 
additional raffle entry. There is no 
particular לִמּוּד to learn — you can 
even review רְגּוּם ד תַּׁ א וְאֶחָּ יִם מִקְרָּ  If .שְנַׁ
you arrange for a group to learn [on 
the phone], and have a שִעוּר to learn 
about ת בָּ ת or הִלְכוֹת שַׁ בָּ ת שַׁ  you ,קִדּוּשַׁ
will receive an extra raffle entry. The 
contest is open for all ages up to 12th 
grade. To join the program, please 
send your weekly email to: 
shnayimmikrahcontest@gmail.com 
by Monday 2:00 pm. Please include 
your name, grade, ה  ,city, state ,יְשִיבָּ
and contact # and your name will be 
entered into a drawing for a beautiful 
set of שִים אוֹת גְּדוֹלוֹת חוּמָּ  !מִקְרָּ

הִלִים כ״ז)  …לְדָוִד ה׳ אוֹרִי וְיִשְעִי  (תְּ  
בֵית   תִי בְּ הּ אֲבַקֵש: שִבְּ תִי מֵאֵת ה׳ אוֹתָׁ אַלְּ אַחַת שָׁ

מֵי חַיַי ל יְּ … ה׳ כָׁ  
One thing I asked of ה׳, that I shall seek: 

Would that I dwell in the House of ה׳ all the 
days of my life …  

The בִי״ם  observes: A person’s needs and  מַלְּ
desires are constantly changing. A person 
may need to be healed from an illness; 
another time, one may need money for 
food or to be saved from an enemy — 
every moment brings with it new needs 
and fresh requests. ְוִד הַמֶלֶך  however, tells ,דָׁ
us that he has had only one desire:  תִי שִבְּ
מֵי חַיַי ל יְּ בֵית ד׳ כָׁ  Would that I dwell in — בְּ
the House of ה׳ all the days of my life, 
because, in reality, this request includes all 
of his desires — to serve ד׳ and to 
understand His ways. When a person is 
close to ד׳, he does not worry about any 
problem. 

Davening



  

Questions    week רש"י
חלק ב׳  פרק ט׳  -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד   

*The ים יֵצֶר  offers another example of the 3rd argument of the חָפֵץ חַיִּ
to shirk away from lending money הָרָע  a person —  —טַעֲנַת פָטוּר 
reasoning that they have an exempt status for lending monies: 
Remembering a previous bad experience of extending a loan and losing 
the money because of an unscrupulous borrower. The ים  explains חָפֵץ חַיִּ
that this argument also has no feet. It is illogical that everyone can fall 
under the category of לֹוֶה רָשָע וְלֹאֹ יְשַלֵם, borrowing without intent to 
repay, without any previous past experience.  
*This is intended only as a synopsis. Review of the סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד is far more extensive and appropriate.  
The ים  elaborates further: in a case where the reason that you were not paid was חָפֵץ חַיִּ
due to a financial downturn and the poor person now offers to secure the loan with a 
יוּב collateral, then you would then you would still have a ,מַשְכּון  to assist even the person חִּ
who did not pay you back in the past. 

1. Is there any part of רָאֵל  that we are forbidden to even אֶרֶץ יִשְׂ
plant a tree? If so, where? 

2. Which part of רָאֵל  is considered to be higher than any אֶרֶץ יִשְׂ
other place in the world? 

1. Yes. It is forbidden to build or to plant anything on the הַר הַבַיִת — the Temple 
Mount (ֵׁרָה ַּע לְךָ אֲש  .(16:21 — ד״ה לאֹ תִט

2. The ְׁׂדָש בֵית  is the highest of all other places. Although physically, the בֵית הַמִק
ְׂדָשׁ  may not be the place of highest elevation in the world, this has a much הַמִק
deeper spiritual meaning ( ַָּמְתָ וְעָלִית  .(17:8 — ד״ה וְק

1. Is there any part of רָאֵל  that we are forbidden to even אֶרֶץ יִשְׂ
plant a tree? If so, where? 

2. Which part of רָאֵל  is considered to be higher than any אֶרֶץ יִשְׂ
other place in the world? 

1. Yes. It is forbidden to build or to plant anything on the הַר הַבַיִת — the Temple 
Mount (ֵׁרָה ַּע לְךָ אֲש  .(16:21 — ד״ה לאֹ תִט

2. The ְׁׂדָש בֵית  is the highest of all other places. Although physically, the בֵית הַמִק
ְׂדָשׁ  may not be the place of highest elevation in the world, this has a much הַמִק
deeper spiritual meaning ( ַָּמְתָ וְעָלִית  .(17:8 — ד״ה וְק

An Ahavas Chesed Moment

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

ן הַדָבָר  ה לאֹ תָסוּר מִּ ר יאֹמְרוּ לְךָ תַּעֲשֶׁ שְפָט אֲשֶׁ ר יוֹרוּךָ וְעַל הַמִּ י הַתּוֹרָה אֲשֶׁ עַל פִּ
ים יז:יא(…  ין וּשְמאֹל )דְבָרִּ ידוּ לְךָ יָמִּ יַגִּ  

 According to the תּוֹרָה that they will teach you and 
according to the judgment that they will say to you, shall you do; you 
shall not deviate from the word that they will tell you, right or left. 
 By תּוֹרָה law, an animal that is mortally wounded through 
birth defect, disease or injury, is deemed a טְרֵיפָה and may not be 
eaten. [Today, the word טְרֵיפָה is synonymous with all types of non-
kosher food, but this is not the actual definition of the word. See 
 There is a question whether a particular lung defect [.שְמוֹת כב:ל
renders the animal a בֵית יוֹסֵף ;טְרֵיפָה (R' Yosef Karo, author of  לְחָן שֻׁ
 .disagrees (R' Moshe Isserles) רַמָ״א rules that it does not, while (עָרוּךְ
 Ashkenazic Jews generally follow the opinion of רַמָ״א when 
 disagree. However, with regard to this בֵית יוֹסֵף and רַמָ״א
disagreement, one Ashkenazic גָאוֹן ruled according to בֵית יוֹסֵף. He 
was R' Aryeh Leib Gunzberg, legendary author of שַאֲגַת אַרְיֵה and one 
of the 18th century’s greatest תּוֹרָה geniuses. His פְסַק (ruling) in this 
matter caused quite a stir among Ashkenazic Jews. Nevertheless, the 
Jews of Volozhin, where the שַאֲגַת אַרְיֵה served as רָב, faithfully 
followed his opinion. Years later, when the שַאֲגַת אַרְיֵה’s famed 
disciple, R' Chaim Volozhiner, became רָב of Volozhin, he continued to 
follow his י בִּ  .s ruling’רֶׁ

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 In the town of Volozhin, there lived a man who suffered 
from a lung disorder which was identical to that which was the 
subject of the disagreement between the בֵית יוֹסֵף and רַמָ״א. The 
man decided that his condition would benefit from the rarified air of 
Switzerland and he began making plans to move his family there. 

 One night before his intended departure, this man’s father, 
who had died some years before, appeared to him in a dream. 
 “My son, I have come to warn you not to leave Volozhin. 
The illness from which you suffer is rendered life threatening by the 
 and his ruling is followed by almost the entire European — רַמָ״א
Jewry, including the Jewish community of Switzerland. 
 “It is only in the town of Volozhin that the רַמָ״א’s opinion is 
not followed, for it is there that the great שַאֲגַת אַרְיֵה served as רָב, 
and it is he who ruled that this illness is not terminal. The שַאֲגַת אַרְיֵה’s 
opinion carries great weight in Heaven. Just as the animals in 
Volozhin with this defect are deemed kosher and not mortally ill, so 
too, are you deemed capable of living many more years. 
 “However, if you move elsewhere, where the שַאֲגַת אַרְיֵה’s 
ruling is not accepted, you will die within the year.” 
 The man canceled his plans to move. He was never cured of 
his lung disorder; however, he lived into his eighties. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 R' Aaron Rokeach of Belz,  זַצַ״ל, showed tremendous 
respect to the Tchebiner רָב.  He would say that the Tchebiner רָב was 
"the דַעַת תּוֹרָה of our generation". Whenever a difficult שְאֵלָה cropped 
up, the Rebbe would command that the רָב be consulted, particularly 
if the question involved the medical field. People would come to 
receive the Rebbe's בְרָכָה for a complicated operation, and the Rebbe 
would first send them to the Tchebiner רָב to find out if such a risky 
operation was permissible according to הֲלָכָה. This was the way 
the Belzer Rebbe taught his ים ידִּ  .דַעַת תּוֹרָה the importance of חֲסִּ

Adapted from: Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

מָא:   ת עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ הִלְכווֹ
אֶלווּל

Halacha 
Corner

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

A Decision For Life

Living   Timeless Torahwith 
the

• From ראֹשׁ חוֹדֶשׁ אֶלוּל until מִינִי עֲצֶרֶת לְדָוִד ה׳ “ we recite ,שְׁׁ
…אוֹרִי וְיִשְעִי  הִלִים כ״ז) ”  two times each day — once by ,(תְׁ

חֲרִית חָה and once by שַׁׁ עֲרִיב or מִנְׁ  This recitation is .מַׁ

followed by דִישׁ יָתוֹם  .קַׁ
• Some people have a הָג פִלִין to check their מִנְׁ זוּזוֹת and תְׁ  מְׁ

during the month of אֶלוּל. 

FocusonMiddos

ערב שבת
Learning
Contest

Sage Sayings

R' Yonoson Steif זַצַ״ל banged on the ימָה  to relay an urgent בִּ
message. He rhetorically asked his רַבוֹתַי“ ,עוֹלָם, which Name of 
רָאֵל must ד׳ שְּ לַל יִּ  strengthen in order to bring about the final כְּ
Redemption? Every day we plead,  ,ֹמו אֲלֵנוּ, ד׳ ... שְּ רָאֵל’גֹּ שְּ דוֹש יִּ ‘קְּ , 
Our Redeemer ד׳ …, His Name, ‘The Holy One of Yisroel’!  מעֶן מוּז
דֵי דעֶר אײֵבעֶרשטעֶר׳ס נאָמעֶן זאָל   יגקײַט כְּ פאַרשטאַרקן אוּנדזעֶר הײֵלִּ

רָאֵל’הײֵסן  שְּ דוֹש יִּ ‘קְּ  — We must strengthen our [areas of] 
holiness in order that His name will be recognized as ‘ דוֹש קְּ
רָאֵל שְּ לִיטָ״א Source: R’ Avrohom Schorr !’יִּ לֵל heard it from a שַׁ  !who was there מִתְפַׁ

Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 The daughter of R' 
Yonason Steif ״ל צַּ  vividly recalls זַּ
when her father left their home 
to go to the hospital to repair a 
hernia. He walked over to the 
 on his bookshelves and סְפָרִים
kissed each one of them, one at a 
time. He used a footstool and 
began at the top shelf. He 
apologized to a specific סֵפֶר and 
told it, “I had to run to give a 
 ”!שִעוּר
 He murmured apologies 
to other סְפָרִים too.  
 please ,זײַּ מִיר מוֹחֵל“ 
forgive me, but I did not have 
enough time to study you as I 
should have!” 
 The words “Forgive me,” 
were murmured over and over 
again. When he came to a סֵפֶר 
written by the ם סוֹפֵר  he ,חֲתַּ
pulled it out and looked at a 
piece of yellow paper with his 
writing and said: “Holy ם סוֹפֵר  ,חֲתַּ
when we will meet, I would like 
to show you a ט  ”!שְאֵלָה in this פְשַּ
He closed the סֵפֶר lovingly and 
gently returned it to its place. 
 This continued until his 
wife gently informed him that 
the car was waiting to take him 

for the first of only two visits to 
the  hospital.  
 Before he left for the last 
visit to the hospital, shortly 
before his פְטִירָה, he again went 
over to his סְפָרִים cabinet. He 
stood on a chair to reach to the 
top shelf, and in great pain, with 
tears flowing, he gently kissed 
each one of them goodbye. He 
was saying good-bye to the holy 
 to which he was so סְפָרִים
attached and which had served 
him so well for so many years, 
one by one. 
 My לְמִיד  'when R ,תַּ
Yonason Steif ״ל צַּ  went to the זַּ
hospital, he was concerned that 
he may not return. He truly 
regarded a סֵפֶר not as a book of 
words, but as being alive and 
connected with the eternity of 
the living תוֹרָה. With the purity of 
a child, he saw every סֵפֶר as his 
true friend, each one needing a 
personal farewell. Is it any 
wonder why R’ Reuven 
Grozovsky ״ל צַּ  said, “He is the זַּ
יִים   ”!of this generation חָפֵץ חַּ

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
 רֶבִי Your                   ,בְיְדִידוּת

Story adapted from: The Life and Times of Rabbi 
Yonason Steif (with kind permission from Feldheim) 
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The latest Pirchei Newsletter contest 
is designed to make your ת בָּ  עֶרֶב שַׁ
fulfilling and memorable. During the 
weeks leading up to ה תּוֹרָּ ת הַׁ לַׁ בָּ  and קַׁ
beyond, learn at least 45 minutes 
before ה ת every מִנְחָּ בָּ  in your ,עֶרֶב שַׁ
home, ה ש or local יְשִיבָּ ית מִדְרָּ  Learn .בֵּ
for an hour or more and get an 
additional raffle entry. There is no 
particular לִמּוּד to learn — you can 
even review רְגּוּם ד תַּׁ א וְאֶחָּ יִם מִקְרָּ  If .שְנַׁ
you arrange for a group to learn [on 
the phone], and have a שִעוּר to learn 
about ת בָּ ת or הִלְכוֹת שַׁ בָּ ת שַׁ  you ,קִדּוּשַׁ
will receive an extra raffle entry. The 
contest is open for all ages up to 12th 
grade. To join the program, please 
send your weekly email to: 
shnayimmikrahcontest@gmail.com 
by Monday 2:00 pm. Please include 
your name, grade, ה  ,city, state ,יְשִיבָּ
and contact # and your name will be 
entered into a drawing for a beautiful 
set of שִים אוֹת גְּדוֹלוֹת חוּמָּ  !מִקְרָּ

הִלִים כ״ז)  …לְדָוִד ה׳ אוֹרִי וְיִשְעִי  (תְּ  
בֵית   תִי בְּ הּ אֲבַקֵש: שִבְּ תִי מֵאֵת ה׳ אוֹתָׁ אַלְּ אַחַת שָׁ

מֵי חַיַי ל יְּ … ה׳ כָׁ  
One thing I asked of ה׳, that I shall seek: 

Would that I dwell in the House of ה׳ all the 
days of my life …  

The בִי״ם  observes: A person’s needs and  מַלְּ
desires are constantly changing. A person 
may need to be healed from an illness; 
another time, one may need money for 
food or to be saved from an enemy — 
every moment brings with it new needs 
and fresh requests. ְוִד הַמֶלֶך  however, tells ,דָׁ
us that he has had only one desire:  תִי שִבְּ
מֵי חַיַי ל יְּ בֵית ד׳ כָׁ  Would that I dwell in — בְּ
the House of ה׳ all the days of my life, 
because, in reality, this request includes all 
of his desires — to serve ד׳ and to 
understand His ways. When a person is 
close to ד׳, he does not worry about any 
problem. 

Davening



Der Alter of Slabodka once deviated from his 
usual custom of davening mincha in yeshiva.

Der Alter went over to the Amud without 
even getting a reply from the gabbai... and 

his stuttering startled the mispallelim.

After davening der Alter thanked the 
gabbai and left as if nothing had happened.

The Alter had been menachem avel 
this man earlier in the week...

Der Alter realized the man’s predicament and 
willingly embarrassed himself to provide 

the avel the encouragement he needed.

It was puzzling that he changed his usual 
place of davening, but not as puzzling as his 

uncharacteristically urgent behavior...

What is this all 
about? Der Alter 

doesn’t stammer or 
stumble when he 

davens-

Eh, m-may I 
daven m-m-maariv? 

I-I just b-b-ecame a 
chiyuv...

...Yis-Yis-gadal 
v-v-yis-yiskadash... 

sh-sh-sh-mei...

I-I was concerned 
about d-davening in 

p-public..When I-I heard der 
Alter d-davening, and even he 

stutters... I-I can daven 
too....

My son, 
would you know what 
time they daven mincha 
today in the community 

shul?

Gabbai! I am a 
chiyuv and I must 

daven at the Amud...
Does der Rebbi 
have Yahrtzeit 

today?..
It’s 

urgent...

...Oh! Uh, I’ll 
check and come 

back, Rebbi.

What’s happening? 
Is this the tefillah 

of Der Alter of 
Slabodka?

Yeyasher 
Koach! (Thank 

you!)

ה was born in Rasei, Lithuania, to זַצַ״ל Finkel, the Alter of Slabodka ר׳ נָתָן צְבִי  He was a .מִרְיָם and ר׳ מֹשֶׁ
 He married Gittel Wolpert. In 1877, he .זַצַ״ל of the Alter of Kelm תַלְמִיד at an early age and was a יָתוֹם
opened a כּוֹלֵל and יְשִיבָה קְטַנָה in Slabodka. He established the Telz יְשִיבָה, appointing ר זֶׁ  Gordon ר׳ אֱלִיעֶׁ
 split in a dispute over יְשִיבָה In 1897, the .יְשִיבָה In 1884, he founded the Slabodka .ראֹש יְשִיבָה as its זַצַ״ל
the emphasis on learning מוּסָר and he formed ת יִשְרָאֵל סֶׁ  ,יְשִיבָה He also founded Slutsk .יְשִיבַת כְּנֶׁ
appointing ר׳ אִיסָר זַלְמָן Meltzer זַצַ״ל as its ראֹש יְשִיבָה. He opened a branch of his יְשִיבָה in ץ יִשְרָאֵל רֶׁ  אֶׁ
together with R' Epstein זַצַ״ל in the '20’s, and sent waves of hand-picked תַלְמִידִים there. Some of his 
illustrious  תַלְמִידִים  included  ר׳ יִצְחָק  Hutner  רְלִין)  זַצַ״ל  זַצַ״ל  Kamenetsky  ר׳ יַעֲקֹב ,(Brooklyn, NY ,חַיִים בֶׁ
 זַצַ״ל Leibowitz  ר׳ דָוִד ,(Lakewood, NJ ,בֵית מִדְרָש גָבֹהַ ) זַצַ״ל  Kotler  ר׳ אַהֲרֹן  ,(Brooklyn, NY ,יְשִיבָה תוֹרָה וְדַעַת)
 In 1925, two .(Baltimore, MD ,יְשִיבַת נֵר יִשְרָאֵל) זַצַ״ל Ruderman ר׳ יַעֲקֹב יִצְחָק and ,(Queens,NY ,יְשִיבָה חָפֵץ חַיִים)

years before his פְטִירָה, he moved to his יְשִיבָה in בְרוֹן  .אוֹר הַצָפוּן are collected in שִעוּרִים His .חֶׁ
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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

 ,Steif in Gaya שׁײֵנדל and ר׳ צְבִי was born to ר׳ יוֹנָתָן זַצַ״ל
Czechoslovakia. At age 11, he went to learn in Pressburg 
under (שֵׁבֶט סוֹפֵר) ר׳ שִמְחָה בּוּנִים סוֹפֵר זַצַ״ל where he became 

close to (אב״ד) ר׳ דָוִד נײַמַן זַצַ״ל. In 1902, he married בּלוּמָא Fischel. After 
serving as רָב and ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָה in Guta and then Ungvar, he joined the 
prestigious Budapest בֵּית דִין  from 1922-1944. He escaped to Switzerland 
on the Kastner Transport. In 1947, he immigrated to America. After serving 
briefly as מַגִיד שִׁעוּר in Nitra, he became רָב of קְהִלַת װִין. Universally accepted 
as a גָדוֹל הַדוֹר, he headed the הִתְאַחְדוּת הָרַבָּנִים. Thousands of his תְשׁוּבוֹת to 
 He also .שו״ת מַהַרִ״י שׁטײַף from all over the world are recorded in שְׁאֵלוֹת
wrote  סְפָרִיםon שַׁ״ס ,אֱמוּנָה, and the  ַשֶׁבַע מִצְוֹת בְּנֵי נֹח. 

 ט׳ אלול
5637 – 5718 
1877 – 1958 

 ד׳ would converse with זַצַ״ל Steif ר׳ יוֹנָתָן
like a son speaks to his father. On one 
particularly hot and humid summer 
day, he was deeply immersed in his 
learning. בָחוּרִים in camp watched his 
 with awe. A sudden breeze הַתְמָדָה
brought a short relief.  ר׳ יוֹנָתָן stood 
up and said, “!ַאַ שׁײֵנעֶם דאַנק, מַשִיב הָרוּח 
— Thank you so much, Master of the 
blowing wind!” Their רֶבִי’s message of thanking 
 !was forever etched in their collective memories ד׳
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דְבָרִים יז:ט(…)הַשֹּׁפֵט אֲשֶר יִהְיֶה בַיָמִים הָהֵם … וּבָאתָ אֶל     
 And you shall come to … the judge that shall be in those days. 
  Why does the תּוֹרָה mention going to “the judge that shall 
be in those (your own) days”? Is it possible for one to be judged by a 
judge from a previous era? 
 is telling us to accept the judges תּוֹרָה explains that the רַשִ״י 
of our times even if they don’t measure up to the judges of an earlier 
era. These are our judges, entrusted with the authority to rule on 
questions of הֲלָכָה in our generation. We must respect them and abide 
by their rulings.  
 R’ Pam, זַצַ״ל, explained, we sometimes hear, “Who are 
today’s leaders? These you call גְדוֹלִים? I’ll tell you what גְדוֹלִים are. I’m 
from the old country. I saw real גְדוֹלִים.” This is the יֵצֶר הָרַע speaking. 
These are his trademark expressions! 
 Can you imagine ר׳ חַײִם Soloveitchik being challenged? Yet, 
when he became a מַגִיד שִעוּר in the Volozhin Yeshivah, students 
complained to the הַנְהָלָה. Who was this ר׳ חַײִם?  He only received his 
position because he married the granddaughter of the ֹּׁאש יְשִיבָה  of ר
Volozhin. 
 The תּוֹרָה is speaking to each generation. Look at the judges in 
your times; they are given the יָא  to handle the issues of the סִיַּעְתָּא דִשְמַּ

generation. 
 [Rav Frand’s note: The end of the story about ר׳ חַײִם is very 
interesting and is too good to omit. The resolution of the students 
uprising against ר׳ חַײִם was to bring in three famous גְדוֹלִים of the 
generation to observe ר׳ חַײִם and decide if he was worthy of giving a 
 .in the Volozhin Yeshivah שִעוּר
 on a very complex topic. He presented a שִעוּר gave a ר׳ חַײִם 
brilliant solution to a difficult passage of the רַמְבַ״ם in his יַד הַחֲזָקָה. 
Suddenly, he recalled a particular phrase in the רַמְבַ״ם’s commentary 
to the מִשְנֶה that did not fit well with his proposed solution. His שִעוּר 
didn’t work. 
 I prepared is שִעוּר slapped his lectern, and said, “The ר׳ חַײִם 
not true. The רַמְבַ״ם’s words in his מִשְנֶה commentary contradict my 
hypothesis. It is wrong.” ר׳ חַײִם then sat down. 
 The rabbis quickly rendered their decision. “He is worthy of 
giving a שִעוּר in the Volozhin Yeshivah. Any person who cares so much 
about the אֶמֶת, truth, that he is willing to suffer the embarrassment of 
admitting his own mistake in public, even when no one else noticed it, 
is surely fitting for this position.”]. 

Adapted from: Rabbi Frand on the Parashah (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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